
BSCP ALUMNI CONFERENCE

Saturday, June 22, 2024
Harvard Medical School

AGENDA

REGISTRATION

WELCOME REMARKS 

JOAN Y. REEDE, MD, MPH, MS, MBA

PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE

DEAN FOR DIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

A CONVERSATION ON COURAGEOUS AND INCLUSIVE LEADERSHIP FOR
CAREER SUCCESS PANEL

JEN NWANKWO, PHD 

FOUNDER & CEO

1910 GENETICS

DENNISE A. DE JESÚS-DÍAZ, PH.D.

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 

REMEDY PLAN THERAPEUTICS 

EMERSON FOSTER 

HEAD OF HUMAN RESOURCES

U.S. BUSINESS UNIT & PEOPLE ADVISORY GROUP 

TAKEDA PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY 

MARK MELENDEZ, MD, MBA

PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,

COSMETIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY ASSOCIATES OF CONNECTICUT

10:30 – 11: 00 AM           
 
 
11:00 – 11:15 AM              

11: 15 AM – 12:45 PM 

Moderator

panelists 

12:45 – 2:15 PM             Luncheon, Fireside Chat and Networking 
sponsored by Vertex

Uché Blackstock, MD
Founder and CEO
Advancing Health Equity (AHE)

Joan Y. Reede, MD, MPH, MS, MBA
Professor of Medicine
Dean for Diversity and Community Partnership
Harvard Medical School



AGENDA Continued

2:15 – 3:15 PM

moderator                 
 

Panelists

Mentorship and Sponsorship for Impact Panel

Djade I. Soumanna, PhD, MBA 
Global Strategic Account Director
Cytiva

Cherié Butts, PhD
Medical Director and Head – Clinical Assessments
Research & Development
Biogen

Steven Freedman, MD, PhD
Rosenzweig-Feingold Family Endowed Chair in Pancreatic Disease
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School
Director, Grant Review and Support Program (GRASP)
The Harvard Clinical & Translational Science Center, Harvard Catalyst 
Chief, Division of Translational Research
Director, The Pancreas Center
Director, BIDMC Internal Medicine Physician Scientist Track & Epstein Society
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

Vincent Smith, MD MPH
Professor of Pediatrics
Division Chief of Newborn Medicine
Department of Pediatrics
Boston University Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine

Community Townhall: Harnessing the Power of our Collective: Next Steps
for the BSCP Alumni Network

Eydith Comenencia Ortiz, Ph.D.
Founder & CEO
CONECTA Partners

April Inniss, MD, MSC 
Senior Research Associate Child and Family Development James Bell
Associates Founder – eekMD Mini Medical School

Rafael Luna, PhD
Head of Biomedical Education and Innovation
Novartis Biomedical Research Institute

Closing Remarks 

Networking Reception
Please join us on the first floor for appetizers and a toast to the future of
the BSCP Alumni Network!

              
3:15 – 4:15 PM                

4:15 – 4:30 PM               

 
4:30 – 5:30 PM               


